AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 29, 2025
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 8, 2025
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 24, 2025

SENATE BILL No. 667

Introduced by Senator Archuleta

February 20, 2025

An act to add Sections 7615, 7664, and 7664.5 to the Public Utilities
Code, relating to transportation.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 667, asamended, Archuleta. Railroads: safety: wayside detectors:
train length: emergency vehicle crossing.

The existing Federal Railroad Safety Act (FRSA) authorizes the
United States Secretary of Transportation to prescribe regulations and
issue ordersfor railroad safety and requiresthe United States Secretary
of Homeland Security, when prescribing asecurity regulation or issuing
asecurity order that affects the safety of railroad operations, to consult
with the United States Secretary of Transportation. The FRSA provides
for state participation in the enforcement of the safety regulations and
orders issued by the United States Secretary of Transportation or the
United States Secretary of Homeland Security, pursuant to an annual
certification, and authorizes the respective secretaries to make an
agreement with a state to provide investigative and surveillance
activities. The FRSA provides that, to the extent practicable, laws,
regulations, and ordersrelated to railroad safety and security arerequired
to be nationally uniform, but authorizes a state to adopt or continuein
force a law, regulation, or order related to railroad safety or security
until the United States Secretary of Transportation, with respect to
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raillroad safety matters, or the United States Secretary of Homeland
Security, with respect to railroad security matters, prescribesaregulation
or issues an order covering the subject matter of the state requirement.
A state is additionally authorized to adopt or continue in force an
additional or more stringent law, regulation, or order related to railroad
safety or security, when necessary to eliminate or reduce an essentially
local safety or security hazard, that is not incompatible with a federal
law, regulation, or order, and that does not unreasonably burden
interstate commerce.

This bill would require a railroad corporation to install and operate
anetwork of wayside detector systems on or adjacent to any track used
by a freight train with maximum spacing specified for individual
detection devices along a continuous track. The bill would define
“wayside detector system” to mean an electronic device or series of

connected devices that scans passing freight—trains—reling—steek;

en—tlﬂaeleeqarpment— tra| ns and the|r component equment and parts
for defects

The b| [l Woul d reqw rethe Publlc Util |t|€5 Commlsaon to (1) establlsh
aprocessfor freight train crewsto receive alerts fromwaysi de detectors,
(2) create standards for freight train inspections to be conducted
following the receipt of an alert from a wayside detector, as provided,
and (3) adopt rules necessary to implement these provisions.

This bill would prohibit certain freight trains with a total length
exceeding 7,500 feet from operating on any part of amain lineor branch
line in this state, as specified. The bill would require a freight-trair;
reling—stoek—or-other—on-track—eguiprrent train that is completely
stopped and that is blocking an at-grade railroad crossi ng to be cut,
separated, or moved to clear the at-grade railroad crossing upon the
approach of an emergency veh|cle except as SpeCIerd —'FheJarH—wequd

The b|II would reqw re the commission to adopt ruI& neceaary to
implement these provisions, including, but not limited to, establishing
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financial penalties, subject to specified minimums, for railroad
corporations that are in violation.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legidature finds and declares both of the
following:

(&) Freight trains exhibiting excessive length operating within
the state on any main line or branch line expose the public to
unnecessary dangers and disruptions of commerce.

(b) Section 3 of thishill isintended to eliminate disruptions of
commerce and dangersimposed upon communities and the general
citizenry.

SEC. 2. Section 7615 is added to the Public Utilities Code, to
read:

7615. (a) For purposes of this section, al of the following
definitions apply:

(1) “AAR frequency” means the Association of American
Railroads frequency assigned to the location of the wayside
detector system that is sending a message.

(2) “Wayside detector communications system” means
technology that uses wireless communications systems or
algorithmsto allow communi cation between one waysi de detector
system with another wayside detector system to better predict and
detect defects.

(3) “Wayside detector system” means an electronic device or a
series of connected devicesthat scan passing frei ght%FarHs—Fel-HHg
steck-on-track-eguipment; trains and their component equipment
and parts for defects, which include, but are not limited to, hot
wheel bearings, hot wheels, defective bearings that are detected
through acoustics, dragging equipment, excessive height or weight,
shifted loads, low hoses, excessiverail temperature, and poor wheel
condition.

(b) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), a railroad
corporation shall install and operate anetwork of wayside detector
systems on or adjacent to any track used by a freight train with
each wayside detector system no farther than 10 milesfrom another
wayside detector system on a continuous track.
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(2) If thenatural terrain rendersitinfeasibletoinstall or operate
a wayside detector system no farther than 10 miles from another
wayside detector system on a continuous track, then a railroad
corporation shall install and operate a wayside detector system as
close as feasible to another wayside detector system on any
continuous track used by a freight train, but no farther than 15
milesfrom another wayside detector system on acontinuoustrack.

(c) If afreight-trainreling stoek-or-on-track-eguipment train
is operating on atrack between wayside detector systems that do
not comply with the spacing requirements of subdivision (b), then
it shall not travel faster than 10 miles per hour and may only travel
faster than 10 miles per hour after it passes a wayside detector
system that is in compliance with the spacing requirements of
subdivision (b) and has received a message from the wayside
detector system mdlcatl ng that there are no defects.
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(d) As part of a new or existing proceeding, the commission
shall do all of the following:

(1) Establish a process for freight train crews to receive alerts
from wayside detectors.

(2) Create standards for freight train inspections to be
conducted following the receipt of an alert froma wayside detector,
including the obligation of a railroad corporation to ensure that
railroad employees are aware of these standards.

(3) Adopt rules necessary to implement this section, including
establishing a penalty of not lessthan twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000) for each violation of this section by a railroad
corporation.

SEC. 3. Section 7664 is added to the Public Utilities Code, to
read:

7664. (@) For purposesof thissection, thefollowing definitions
apply:

(1) “Branch line’ means a segment or route of railroad tracks
that branches off from amain line.

(2) “Main line” means a segment or route of railroad tracks of
aClass| railroad, as documented in current timetablesfiled by the
Class | railroad with the Federal Railroad Administration under
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Part 217.7 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, over
which 5,000,000 or more grosstonsof railroad traffic istransported
annually, or used for regularly scheduled intercity or commuter
rail passenger service, or both. For purposes of this section, tourist,
scenic, historic, or excursion operations are not intercity or
commuter passenger service.

(3) “Railroad” means any form of nonhighway ground
transportation that runson railsand is used in connection with the
movement of freight.

(4) “Freighttrain” meansone or morelocomotiveswithout cars
or with one or morefreight cars, except during switching operations
or where the operation is that of classifying and assembling rail
carswithin arailroad yard for the purpose of making or breaking
up trains.

(5) “Trainlength” meansthetotal length of atrain as measured
in linear feet.

(b) (1) A freighttrainoriginatinginthisstatewith atrainlength
exceeding 7,500 feet shall not operate on any part of amain line
or branch line in this state.

(2) If afreight train originating from outside this state with a
train length exceeding 7,500 feet operates in this state and stops
to add or remove cars before its final destination, then it shall
reduce its train length to not exceed 7,500 feet while it is stopped
to add or remove cars before its final destination.

(c) As part of a new or existing proceeding, the commission
shall adopt rules necessary to implement this section, including,
but not limited to, the establishment of the following penalties for
railroad corporations that violate this section:

A

(1) A penalty of not lessthan five thousand dollars ($5,000) for
the first violation.

B)

(2) A penaty of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000)
for a second violation within three years of a prior violation.

€
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(3) A penalty of not less than twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000) for athird or subsequent violation within three years of
two prior violations.

SEC. 4. Section 7664.5 is added to the Public Utilities Code,
to read:

7664.5. (a) For purposes of this section, the following
definitions apply:

(1) “At-graderailroad crossing” meansalocation whereapublic
highway, road, street, or private roadway, including associated
sidewalks and pathways, crosses one or morerailroad tracks at the
same level.

(2) “Authorized emergency vehicle’ has the same meaning as
in Section 165 of the Vehicle Code.

(b) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), a freight-train;
reHing-steck;or-other-on-track-eguiprent train that is completely
stopped and that is blocking an at-grade railroad crossing shall be
cut, separated, or moved to clear the at-grade railroad crossing
upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to afrei ght+Fam—Fe|-I-mg&eele,

train that is stopped due to a
mechanical failure and where separation or movement is not
possible.

(c) As part of a.new or existing proceeding, the commission
shall adopt rules necessary to implement this section, including,
but not limited to, the establishment of the following penalties for
railroad corporations that violate this section:

A

(1) A penalty of not lessthan five thousand dollars ($5,000) for
thefirst violation.

B)

(2) A penalty of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000)
for a second violation within three years of a prior violation.

)
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1 (3) A penalty of not less than twenty-five thousand dollars

2 ($25,000) for athird or subsequent violation within three years of
3 two prior violations.
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